
KNIGHTLY NEWS - A Monthly Publication for the Membership of St. Stephen Council 14084 1

December 2019

Teaching Students 
the History of the 
American Flag

February 2020

Supporting Veterans at 
My Warrior’s Place



KNIGHTLY NEWS

KNIGHTLY NEWS - A Monthly Publication for the Membership of St. Stephen Council 14084 2

My Warrior’s Place

Recently, Knights from several Councils 
gathered to support students from St. Stephen 
Catholic School as they worked to improve the 
grounds at My Warrior’s Place in Ruskin, Fl.

Our role as Knights was to provide supervision and 
assistance for the students with landscaping tasks assigned 
by MWP Management. There were 16 students in 
attendance from St. Stephen Catholic School. This service 
work was specifically connected to the St. Michael the 
Archangel House, one of four smaller communities within 
the middle school.  

The day included an overview of My Warrior’s Place, by 
Gold Star owner and founder, Kelly Kowall, a tour of the 
facility, and landscaping tasks as assigned. The assignment 
concluded with the Luminous Mysteries of the Rosary and 
Lunch. The school and My Warrior’s Place were very 
appreciative for the support provided by the Knights of 
Columbus for our students and our veterans!

The following Knights participated in the Service 
Project at My Warrior’s Place on November 19th: S/K 
Mark Lovejoy, S/K Ron Carlson, S/K Rich Sarnowski, 
accompanied by his wife, Janice and Brother Knight Greg 
Wilcoxen. 
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By WGK Alex Czopek

Worthy Grand Knight Report

A new era has begun for the Knights of Columbus:  
A modern, single, public exemplification 
ceremony is  now used to welcome men to our 
ranks as full members of the Order.  Degree 

ceremonies impart lessons that inspire men to serve. This 
new ceremony teaches our time-honored principles in a 
way that is appropriate for today. 

It presents the lessons of charity, unity and fraternity in 
powerful contemporary language.  Mark your calendars 
for a very special Council 14084 event on Saturday March 
21st.   More details to follow, exemplification of the new 
degree ceremony and a social including dinner to follow 
the 4:30 PM Mass that Saturday. 

On Saturday, February 8th, I attended an exemplification 
of the new degree ceremony.  Held in Sun City, there 
were 25 candidates of which 7 were new brothers. Many 
positive comments from the Knights and from their wives.   
The future of our Order depends upon growth, and we 
need a way to join that is inviting and accessible. The new 
combined ceremony removes the barriers of secrecy and 
commitment of time that inhibited many from joining 
our ranks. It also eliminates redundancies and presents 
the lessons of charity, unity and fraternity in a clear and 
convincing manner.   

I will be sending personal invitations to all current 
brothers who have not yet achieved the third degree, and 
I’m expecting a significant class of new brothers for the 
event.    I will be calling on you, our brothers, to help with 
the dinner and social.    The Family Ministry at St. Stephen 
will be part of this ceremony, social and dinner.   

Our Family of the Month 
is Anthony and Cynthia 
Basilicato.  Anthony leads 
the Family Ministry here 
at St. Stephen and is a 
Fourth Degree Knight.   His 
ministry is dedicated to 
young families and holds a 
monthly social event that has 
proven to be very successful.    
We will be partnering with 

that Ministry for the upcoming Degree event and for the 
Clergy Appreciation dinner in May. 

As Grand Knight, I recognize there are a few good men 
who always “show up”, always are there to help, always 

contribute.   Our Knight of 
the Month, John Berrie, is 
one of those men who you 
can always count on.    He 
is our Past Grand Knight, 
current District Warden, 
and Council Trustee.   We 
appreciate all that John 
does for our parish and our 
Council. 

Noted previously,  we 
have been made aware 
that our special Mass for 
“People with Disabilities” 
scheduled for Tuesday 
February 18th conflicts 
with the parish mission scheduled that week.   At the 
request of our parish manager, we will postpone to a later 
date to be determined.    

Our delegates for 
the upcoming state 
convention (Memorial 
Day weekend) will be 
elected at the February 
business meeting.   They 
will be the Grand Knight, 
Deputy Grand Knight with 
two Trustees as alternates. 

The principles and 
mission of the Order 

remain the same.  All Knights are on this journey together.  
The path to follow is faith in action.   Our Knights of 
Columbus experience, our parish life and our faith journey 
are very, very closely connected. 

Worthy Grand Knight 
Alex Czopek
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Dear Brothers in Christ, we’ve lost a good friend 
on earth last month but, hopefully, have gained 
her intercession for the Knights in heaven. 
After courageously and tenaciously fighting 

a long battle with cancer, MARYBETH O’CONNOR, 
wife of Florida State Deputy, Scott O’Connor, went to 
the Lord on January 22nd, ironically the anniversary of 
the infamous Roe v. Wade decision of SCOTUS (the U.S. 
Supreme Court). 

She was a devout and faithful Catholic, well-
versed in matters of our faith and its teachings, 
such as those on the dignity and sacredness of 
human life. Her funeral at her home parish of  
St. Bonaventure in Weston, concelebrated by several 
priests, reminds us all of the brevity of life and the need to 
live it well, making sure that the teachings of Jesus and the 
Apostles are foremost in our minds and hearts. 

Jesus wants nothing more than for us to be with Him and 
the Father, and Marybeth set a good example for dealing 
with the realities of life. Please remember to pray for the 
repose of her soul and the consolation of her family. May 
she rest in the peace of the loving arms of Christ, along 
with so many relatives and friends who await us to join 
them one day in heaven.

The Bahamas awaits our helping hands this coming July. 
For all those who intend to go with me to assist our brother 
Knight, Archbishop Pinder of Nassau, and his people in 

rebuilding their lost churches 
and lost schools, you need to 
e-mail me of your intentions to 
join in the recovery program. 
My e-mail address is frtom@
bellsouth.net. 

State Deputy Scott O’Connor 
and I have been working with the 
Archbishop in facilitating plans 
to bring over a limited number 
of men who are willing to spend 
nine days at manual labor and 
prayer, assisting our brother 
Knights in the Bahamas from 
July 18 to July 26. I visited him back in late September 
to get his input on the extent of the damage and what we 
might be able to contribute in the way of assistance. We are 
still working out the details on transportation and lodging, 
and will let you know the exact cost for each Knight. I 
don’t expect it to be over $300. 

As with our Guatemala trips, only Knights and their sons 
(grandsons) who have registered with me will be able to go 
on this volunteer trip. When we’ve reached our capacity 
(around 38-40), we’ll close the list. For sure, you will need 
an updated passport to travel there. So please e-mail me 
your name, Council # and phone contact ASAP! 

Please don’t forget that the holy season of Lent begins 
this Ash Wednesday, February 26th. 
That day as well as all Fridays of Lent 
are days of Abstinence, meaning NO 
MEAT or meat products for anyone 
from age 14 upward. Fasting on Ash 
Wednesday and Good Friday means 
one full meal for those between the 
ages of 18-59. Make a good Lent! 

Vivat Jesus! 

By State Chaplain Monsignor Thomas Skindeleski

State Chaplain Monsignor 
Thomas Skindeleski 

The Realities of Life
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Supreme Monthly Challenge
By Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William E. Lori

“You are the salt of the earth. But if salt loses its taste, 
with what can it be seasoned? It is no longer good for 
anything but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot.” 
(Gospel for Feb. 9, Mt 5:13)

Imagine that you’re at a steakhouse, and your plate 
finally arrives. Then, just as you are looking for the 
salt, you learn that the restaurant has completely run 
out of it. It’s easy to see that without salt, our food 

can be bland and tasteless. 
Turning to the words of our Lord, has your life of faith 

become bland and insipid? Jesus did not die for our sake in 
order that we might offer the world a mediocre reflection 
of his life. As we embark on our Lenten journey, may we 
strive to be men who season the world and our communities 
with the salt of an authentic and inspiring Christian life.

Challenge by Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William 
E. Lori:

This month, I challenge you to sharpen your Christian 
witness by saying grace before meals at home and in public. 
Second, as you begin your Lenten journey, I challenge you 
to develop your “saltiness” through spiritual reflection, 
either with the Faith in Action Spiritual Reflection program 
or on a more informal basis.

Questions for Reflection:

When was the last time you intentionally brought up 
your faith in a conversation? How did saying grace in 
public differ from saying it in the home? Practically 
speaking, what would you need to do to take your Christian 
“saltiness” to the next level?

Prayer for the Canonization of Father Michael J. McGivney

God, our Father, protector of the poor and defender of the widow and orphan, you 
called your priest, Father Michael J. McGivney, to be an apostle of Christian 
family life and to lead the young to the generous service of their neighbor. 

Through the example of His life and virtue may we follow your Son, Jesus Christ, more 
closely, fulfilling His commandment of charity and building up His Body which is the 
Church. 

Let the inspiration of your servant prompt us to greater confidence in your love so that 
we may continue His work of caring for the needy and the outcast. We humbly ask that 
you glorify your venerable servant Father Michael J. McGivney on earth according to 
the design of your holy will.

Through His intercession, grant the favor I now present (here make your request).
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Led by SK Anthony Basilicato and Deacon Mike Ryba and joined by the St. Stephen Family Life and Respect Life ministries, the parish had 
prayerful, fun activities to set up the Choose Life banners and remembrance flags to commemorate the impact of 47th anniversary of Roe v. 
Wade. 
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Like with goodness and beauty, we all claim to be 
fans of the truth.   However, after so many years 
of being schooled, after much reading of books 
and articles and newspapers and whatnot, after 

earning advanced degrees, after thinking about things for 
myself and having conversations 
with many others, not to mention 
what I hear on the radio, see on 
TV and on online, after all that, 
everything I know now shows 
me how much I still don’t know.   

Every question leads to 
another better and often more 
subtle question. The poet, 
Adrienne Rich, has said, “Truth 
is increasing complexity. … 
This is why the effort to speak 
honestly is so important. Lies 
are usually attempts to make 
everything simpler—for the 
liar— than it really is, or ought 
to be.” Perhaps when we were 
young we could believe we knew it all, but not now. Our 
poverty is what keeps us ever thirsting for truth.

When Jesus was before Pilate he said , “Everyone on 
the side of truth listens to me.” But Pilate retorted with the 
question, “What is truth?” I am with Pilate on this; getting 
to the truth is challenging at all times but in an era of so 
much “fake news” it is harder than ever.

We imagine that a strong believer would have no doubts 
but this is not the case. A Hasidic saying claims, “To attain 
truth, man must pass forty-nine gates, each opening onto 
a new question. Only to arrive finally before the last gate, 
the last question, beyond which he could not live without 
faith.”  

Being perplexed is not a bad disposition to cultivate. 
It is, at the very least, preferable to any array of clear, 
comprehensible, and mistaken  Certainties. Think of it as 
a gift. First of all, it keeps me humble. I must continuously 
acknowledge that all human understanding fails, especially 
my own, that truth is not a commodity that I possess like a 
great library but a path on which we are always walking; 

seeking truth is an important part of our earthly pilgrimage.
“Pilgrimage is a symbol of life,” says Pope Francis.  “It 

makes us think of life as walking, as a path. If a person 
does not walk, but instead stays still, this is not useful.” 
To which I would add, he or she should always have a 

book in their backpack so that 
on breaks one can find out 
more about our world within 
its pages.  An important aspect 
of this pilgrimage is getting to 
discover the truth of ourselves.

God did a good job when he 
made us but sometimes we are 
not courageous enough to look 
at everything going on in our 
minds and hearts. As one guy 
said to another, “Sure we can be 
friends but don’t ask me anything 
about myself that would make 
me uncomfortable.”   

Prayer is where we should be 
our most transparent, honest self. Figure this: being our 
omnipotent creator, God knows us better than we’ll ever 
know ourselves. Why try to impress?

The great Protestant theologian, Karl Barth, believed 
that the “quest for Christ’s truth is always a journey filled 
with hope and promise, it is always a work of love, and, no 
matter the circumstances, it always contributes to reunion, 
even when neither side budges from its position and the 
gulf between the parties seems to grow all the wider.”

Msgr. Mike

Truth
In this article, Msgr. Mike (Pastor of St. Anne’s in Seal Beach CA) states that “everything I know now tells me how 

much I still don’t know”.   What is your approach to the truth?
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The Experience of Fraternity

Here I sit, a few hours before Superbowl 2020 
and thoughts of last nights Monster Jam 
pop-up in my head. It was a cool evening 
at Raymond James Stadium in downtown 

Tampa, Fl. Our crew of 8 arrived at 3 PM to check-in and 
begin inventory at our stand BC144. 

Bill went to get the cash for the registers, Rick picked 
up the shirts, visors and name tags, Paul assigned some to 
assist with the counting and Jerry went with Darin to seek 
out ice for the beverage storage bin. 

Of course, these actions were undertaken with some 
individual’s contributing very helpful remarks on the joys 
of this activity. Ted (last name withheld to protect his 
identity ... who’s kidding?) was on a roll. Bruce was very 
helpful while working on his Sudoku and John was well, 
being John. All set now two hours to chill until the gates 
open and the real monsters, accompanied by their parents, 
begin to arrive.  

Eight men, some retied and all possessing a plethora 
of life experiences went on break. Discussions began of 
current events, sports, automobiles, water leak repairs, 
wives, kids, the new Knights of Columbus ceremonials 
and in some instances, sharing of personal issues we face. 

It amazes me how, at times, those who I thought had it 
all together, face many of the same issues I face. Sharing 
personal issues with a brother can be like talking to your 
favorite bartender.  However, in Knighthood, Jesus is the 
third person in the discussion, sort of like a silent partner. 

Soon, the roar of the Monster Jam cars signaled the 
opening of the event and work began. In a blink of an eye, 
we were cleaning up and departing for home. Good job 
brothers and yes dear (text from my wife) I’ll be home 
shortly!! 

So what’s the point of my rambling? It’s times like these, 
working together at the RJS, Basketball Free Throw, Soccer 
Challenge, Saint Nickolas Breakfast, Clergy Appreciation 
Dinner, praying at the Abortion Clinic and supporting the 
Bloomingdale High School Incredibul Games that build 
Fraternity. 

To appreciate membership, you have to experience 
it. You must be active in Charity to be charitable, work 
together in Unity to make things happen and experience 
Fraternity to appreciate it. It’s only then can you step 
forward and ask someone to join us!!

Contact me at Membership@kofc14084.org

By Membership Director Jerry Coffey
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Over the past several months, it seems like 
we are unable to get through a week or two 
without the troubling news that a Brother 
Knight, spouse of a Brother Knight, fellow 

parishioner or other friend or neighbor has been injured, as 
a result of a fall. I have heard of the following falls resulting 
in injuries since last November. I have purposely left out 
the names for privacy reasons: 

• St. Stephen Choir Member fell and sustained multiple 
leg fractures while tripping over her pet cat on her lanai. 

• Friend and neighbor fell, in the middle of the night, 
while en route from the rest room. He sustained multiple 
rib injuries.

• Spouse of a Brother Knight fell and sustained a broken 
arm that required surgery. 

• Spouse of a Brother Knight fell and sustained multiple 
undisclosed injuries.

• Brother Knight tripped on electrical cord last Sunday 
and sustained a meniscus knee tear.

• Spouse of a Brother Knight fell and sustained multiple 
ankle fractures that required surgery last Thursday.

Accordingly, I have asked my daughter, Jacqueline, 
who is a Doctor of Physical Therapy and Fall Prevention 
Specialist, to prepare an article on the importance of Fall 
Prevention and tips on how to prevent falls and how to deal 
with falls, if they occur. I hope you will find this useful. 

Why Fall Prevention Is So Important!

Prepared by Dr. Jacqueline Lovejoy Osborne, Physical 
Therapist & Board Certified Geriatric Clinical Specialist 
- Brooks Rehabilitation Geriatric Residency Coordinator 
-- Jacksonville, Florida

Dr. Lovejoy is a board Certified Geriatric Clinical 
Specialist, Certified Exercise Expert for the Aging Adult, 
Director, Academy of Geriatric Physical Therapy, Director, 
American Board of Physical Therapy Residency & 
Fellowship Education

Since January 1, 2011, and each and every day for 
the next 20 years, roughly 10,000 Americans will 
celebrate their 65th birthdays. This means that by 
2030, when the last Baby Boomer turns 65, the 

demographic landscape of our nation will have changed 
significantly. One of every five Americans or about 72 
million people will be an older adult.1 Furthermore, 1 
in 3 of these adults will experience at least one fall over 
the course of a year2 simply because they are older. This 
means that over 24 million Americans over the age of 65 
will experience at least one fall in 2020. 

Now, what about in your backyard? Approximately 19.5% 
of Florida residents are at least 65 years old3 which means 
that nearly 3.2 million older adult Floridians will fall at 
least once in 2020.4 In 2018, 2,911 older Floridians died as 
a result of a fall and an additional 57,870 were hospitalized 
costing over $46,000 per hospitalization.5 More than 3,100 
of these fall-related injuries and hospitalizations happened 
in Hillsborough County in 2018.5

Unfortunately, many older adults who are hospitalized 
do not recover previous activity levels and are often re-
hospitalized within 30 days of discharge from an acute 
hospital or an emergency department.6 This is why 
physical therapists and physical therapist assistants are so 
important. As movement experts, physical therapists have 
a skill set that when utilized can prevent falls, visits to the 
emergency department and hospitalizations. Unfortunately, 
physical therapy services are often not utilized until after 
an injury occurs. In this way the profession is reactive 
to your needs. Although physical therapists and physical 
therapist assistants are essential members of rehabilitation 
care teams, these clinicians are also injury and functional 
decline prevention experts. We want to meet you before a 
fall!

Preventing falls and specifically falls that result in injures 
is a multifactorial endeavor.  Older adults are susceptible 
to falls because many of the factors responsible for a fall 
affect older adults. (see chart below)

Why Fall Prevention Is So Important
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• Advancing age independently increases fall risk, 
specifically for those between age 75 and 84.7 

• A clinical guidance statement from the Academy of 
Geriatric Physical Therapy of the American Physical 
Therapy Association published in 2015 indicates that 
physical therapists should routinely ask you if you have 
fallen in the previous 12 months.  In addition, at least one 
question about your perception of difficulty with balance 
and walking should be included in a falls screen.8 If you 
have fallen, a more in depth falls assessment should be 
done by a physical therapist. If you have not fallen but 
have walking and balance difficulty, a comprehensive falls 
assessment from a physical therapist is still recommended 
to determine your needs for preventing any fall from 
happening in the first place. 

• It has been shown that older adults with at least one 
chronic health condition such as arthritis, high blood 
pressure, low back pain, or diabetes are at a high risk of 
falls. Physical therapists possess the skill set needed to 
identify suboptimal movements and devise strategies to 
mitigate or eliminate disabilities due to the presence of a 
health condition.   

• Older adults with low levels of physical activity are 
also at high risk for falls. The National Institute of Health’s 
National Institute on Aging recommends that older adults 
“practice healthy aging.” This includes being physically 
active, making smart food choices, getting regular health 
screenings, and participating in enjoyable activities.9 
Physical therapists can help you create a physical activity 
plan that considers your unique needs and is tailored 
specifically for you with the goal of improving walking, 
balance, leg weakness, and fear of falling while preventing 
decline in muscle strength, power, and cardiovascular 
fitness. A physical therapist can facilitate communication 
with other members of your health care team regarding 
nutritional and health screening needs. The end result is fall 
prevention.

• Taking multiple medications has been linked to falls 
through side effect that include dizziness, weakness, 
and fatigue.10 Physical therapists can help relay these 
unwanted medication effects to other members of the 
health care team while working towards a plan that keeps 
you physically active. 

• Urinary incontinence contributes to falls in older adults 
due to associated limitations in upper and lower body 
strength.11 For example, lower body weakness and poor 
balance may limit the ability to get to a bathroom in time.  
Upper body weakness can affect the ability to use needed 
assistive devices such as walkers and grab bars. A physical 
therapist can help determine how urinary incontinence 
contributes to falls as well as provide assessments and 
interventions that may reduce or eliminate urinary 

incontinence altogether. Please know that leaking urine in 
any amount is NOT a normal or inevitable part of aging.

• Vision changes that affect the ability to see in the 
dark, to accommodate to different types of lighting, to see 
contrasting colors and surfaces, and to judge depth affect 
mobility and therefore poses a high fall risk.12 Physical 
therapists can help you identify if you rely on your vision for 
mobility and balance and communicate with the necessary 
members of your health care team to address any concerns.

• Hearing loss not only affects the ability to communicate 
but has been linked to changes in social interaction, quality 
of life, mental decline and physical activity decline.13 
A physical therapist can help identify areas within your 
balance system that can be strengthened to help to 
compensate for hearing loss.  Physical therapists can also 
facilitate communication to other members of the health 
care team to ensure hearing needs are met.

• Improper footwear has been linked to falls in older 
adults.14 Physical therapists can help you determine the 
features of a shoe that will optimize balance such as a firm, 
slip-resistant sole and a low heel.  

• Environmental obstacles should be considered as fall 
risk factors that can be immediately changed. For example, 
throw rugs can be removed and lighting can be added to 
dark places such as hallways and bathrooms. Floor surfaces 
can be removed of clutter and furniture can be spaced so 
that it does not pose a threat to walking.   Physical therapists 
can identify the obstacles that you might encounter inside 
and outside your home and recommend adjustments to bed 
and chair heights based on your needs. Physical therapists 
can also communicate with other members of the health 
care team to obtain services such as a home evaluation or 
for needed equipment within the home such as improved 
flooring, lighting and grab bars.  

Fall screening, assessment, intervention and prevention 
are part of the important professional services provided by 
physical therapists and physical therapist assistants. Please 
do not wait for a fall episode to seek the skilled services 
of a physical therapist to address your fall risk. Physical 
therapists not only restore health and alleviate pain, but 
they also:

• Examine, evaluate, diagnose and manage movement 
problems 

• Identify and address impairments movement and 
changes in health status

• Determine risk factors that may impede optimal function
• Prevent the onset and progression of identified issues 

that may result from diseases, disorders, conditions or 
injuries

• Intervention, prevention, fitness and wellness needs 
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In a world fraught with war, 
political strife, and enough 
social ills to make anyone feel 
bad, I thought I would turn my 

thoughts this evening to something we 
can all agree on; the value of family in 
our lives.

I have often referred to family as 
the single greatest force multiplier our 
nation has to preserve our national 
power…and we’re losing it to the 
political correctness and counter-
culture activities of the modern era.  

I had the good fortune to have a 
wonderful family.  We weren’t well off 
financially; Dad worked for the New 
York Central Railroad Monday-Friday 
and a grocery store on Saturday; Mom 
worked a full-time job.  I have two 
brothers.  We were encouraged to 
do well in school and make our way 
toward a better life.  

We never knew we were relatively poor financially 
because we were so wealthy where it really counted; 
having two loving, selfless parents who swore to do 
everything they could for their sons.  And, of course, there 
was the church.  We received our sacraments and whatever 
achievements in school and on the ball fields always under 
the watchful eye of our loving parents and the support 
each of us gave to one another.  

All of us were successful in our chosen professions; all 
of us have held true to the fundamental Christian-Judeo 
ethics and values by which we were taught.

Like many of you, I have spent many years overseas 
away from my family.  On 24 December 1978, I led a small 
reconnaissance team into the Korean DMZ and occupied 
an observation position on a hill overlooking façade-like 
buildings inside North Korea opposite the American sector.  

It was to be visited by representatives of the Soviet bloc 
that day, and our mission was to observe and report on 
their activities.  It was cold and clear that night; the sky 
was filled with stars, and we awaited orders to withdraw 
that for some reason didn’t come until after midnight.   
I had forgotten it was Christmas; caught up in my mission 
and the responsibility for the safety of my men.  

A young corporal crawled to my position, tugged at my 
arm, and in a soft voice whispered, “Merry Christmas 
Sir.”  I’ll never forget it.  The Soldiers on that patrol were 
my family…and in the absence of malls, bright lights, 
and holiday music; cold and perhaps a bit scared, the 
young corporal none-the-less understood the meaning of 
Christmas and what it meant to his friends and comrades.  

I think of that patrol every Christmas day, but more than 
that, I realize more and more the need for companionship, 
comradeship, and the love and respect that family members 
have for one another and transmit in so many ways to our 
church, our community, and to our greater society.  It was 
this realization, that led me to become a Knight.

In these often-depressing times, celebrate the gift of your 
family…You are far more well off than any well-heeled 
multi-millionaire struggling to determine the real meaning 
of love and life.

God Bless!

The Gift of Your Family
By Council 14084 Worthy Lecturer Roland Tiso

Photo by Jude Beck on Unsplash
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Monsignor John F. Scully 
Assembly #3418 Officers

Friar 
  TBD 

Faithful Navigator
S/K Ed Sleyzak
Faithful Captain

S/K Mark Lovejoy  

Admiral
S/K Steve Haines

Faithful Pilot
S/K Alex Czopek  
Faithful Comptroller

S/K Nick Turco
Faithful Scribe

S/K John Berrie  
Faithful Purser

 S/K Ron Carlson 

 Trustees
S/K Rick Hughes

S/K Julio Alvarez, Jr. 
S/K Pete Card 

Faithful Inner Sentinel

Faithful Outer Sentinel
S/K Dave Furrugia

Color Corps Commander
S/K Rick Gnatowsky

St. Stephen Council  
Directors and Committees

Membership Director
Jerry Coffey

membership@kofc14084.org  
Program Director
Ed Skrobacz 

program@kofc14084.org 
Faith

Carl Alerta 
church@kofc14084.org  

Community
Ed Veronick  

community@kofc14084.org  
Family

OPEN POSITION 
family@kofc14084.org  

Life
Jason O’Neill   

RightToLife@kofc14084.org
Squires

Ed Veronick 
Bob Haley   

squires@kofc14084.org

RJS Fundraising
Julio Alvarez

rjs@kofc14084.org 
Degree Team Leader

Rick Hughes
degreeteamcaptain@kofc14084.org  

Communications
Scott Huetteman

communications@kofc14084.org

St. Stephen Council Officers
Fraternal Year 2019-2020

Chaplain
Father Dermot Dunne

Grand Knight
Alex Czopek

Deputy Grand Knight
Ed Skrobacz 

Chancellor
Chris Hobbs

Warden
Matt Preszler

Advocate
Mark Jovejoy

Lecturer
Roland Tiso

Recorder
Peter Depa

Financial Secretary
Nick Turco

Treasurer
Bill Ruppert

Trustees
John Berrie 
Bruce Czaja    

Guillermo Bambach 
District Deputy
Ed Sleyzak
Field Agent 

John Ruckart
Guards

Marc Dunne  Carl Alerta
John Hollingshead

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

Raymond Dion, Ronald Goecke, John Cantwell, Richard Sarnowski, Larry Campbell, Roland Tiso, Paul 
Christian, Amado Malonjao, Marc Dunne, Michael Mudd, Jose Acevedo, Stephen McCallister, Richard 
Brown, Reuben Persaud, Peter Leet, James English, John Ruckart, Brian Hollands, Jeffrey Brown, Bruce 
Czaja, Jorge Arnoldson, Sheldon Collins, John Simon, Shawn Eakle
Curtis Carro, Cameron Czaja
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KNIGHTLY NEWS
This newsletter is a publication of St. Stephen Catholic Church Knights of Columbus 

Council 14084. To make a contribution, submit an article or pictures, please send content 
to: communications@kofc14084.org For more information on our Knights of Columbus 
Council, visit our website at: www.KofC14084.org

February 22 Men’s Conference - St. Lawrence
February 25 Shrove Tuesday Breakfast at Dinner, for St. Stephen School - FLC
February 28 IncrediBULL Games, Bloomingdale HS
February 29 Confirmation Mass - Greeters needed
March 7 Roadside Cleanup
March 15 Altar Server BBQ
March 21 New Degree Ceremony - after the 4:30 pm Mass, with dinner to follow
March 28-29 Men’s Welcome Weekend
March 29 Corporate Mass 9:30 am

Please check your Council website calendar for more details regarding these events: http://www.kofc14084.org/

Upcoming Events

The Father Michael J. McGivney 
Guild serves as a source for 
information about the life, works 

and spirituality of Father McGivney. 
The Guild distributes informational 

materials about him, receives reports of 
favors granted through his intercession 
and oversees the distribution of relics. 

Guild members receive regular 
updates on the progress of Father 
McGivney’s cause for canonization and 
are invited to participate in promoting 

devotion to this Servant of God. 
Members of the Knights of Columbus 
are not automatically Guild members 
and must elect to join the Guild. 

The Father Michael J. McGivney 
Guild Newsletter is published bimonthly 
except July- August, and is sent free to 
Guild members. 

To join the Guild, register online at: 
http://www.fathermcgivney.org/

Are You A Member?

http://www.KofC14084.org
http://www.kofc14084.org/

